Call 311 to Report the Use of Illegal Fireworks
“Except where otherwise expressly provided in this Code, it shall be unlawful for any person to possess, store, offer for sale, expose for sale, sell at retail, or use or explode any fireworks.”

(SJMC 17.12.730)

The only acceptable use of fireworks is for a “pyrotechnic display,” operated by a Licensed Pyrotechnician, which requires a City Permit. The Fire Prevention Bureau issues permits for pyrotechnic displays, but only for fully professional displays under very strict safety regulations. Other than that specific exception, ANY individual who possesses, stores, sells, or uses ANY fireworks is in violation of the law and subject to arrest.
San Jose Fire Marshal
Fines/Jail time

The penalty for possession or use of any fireworks is a fine of up to 1,000 dollars, up to 1 year in the county jail, or both. 
San Jose Police Department
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Fireworks ARE  DANGEROUS aND ILLEGal IN SAN JOSE
The reason why fireworks are illegal in the City of San Jose is due to possible injury & loss of property associated with fireworks use.

 The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) reports that: 

· There was 13 fatalities in 1998 due to fireworks related incidents, 7,000 fires and 40 million in property damages

· 4 people died in 2005 associated with using fireworks 

· Over 10,000 people were treated in emergency rooms for injuries associated with fireworks in 2005 

· Most injuries from fireworks occur in the few weeks around July 4th 

· Almost half of the injuries were to children under age 15 

· Firecrackers caused the most injuries, followed by rockets and sparklers 

· Burns are the most common injuries from fireworks
There is no such thing as
“Safe and Sane Fireworks”

Parents who understand that firecrackers, bottle rockets, and roman candles, can cause injuries, often let their younger kids play with sparklers because they think they are safe. 

· Sparklers, which can reach over 1000°F
·  Cause half of the injuries to children under age five 
· Account for 10 percent of fireworks-related injuries overall. 

So even sparklers should be avoided

Fireworks Related Injuries

Many parents feel that playing fireworks is a rite of passage for kids, that they will supervise their children, and they can play with fireworks safely. If you review some of these real life reports of injuries from the CPSC you will see how, like other accidents, injuries from fireworks can't always be avoided unless you simply avoid playing with fireworks: 

· A 5-month-old male was struck in the forehead by an aerial shell that was launched sideways. 

· The brother of an 11-year-old male victim lit a fountain firework that ignited other fountain fireworks. One went into the victim's tennis shoe resulting in burns to his foot. 

· A 12-year-old male victim struck in the eye by a rocket that had been launched by one of his friends, resulting in eye surgery. 

· A 4-year-old female was hit in the face by an aerial shell that tipped over and traveled horizontally instead of going into the air, seriously burning her face. 
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